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The PAVE Coalition would like to thank all of our 
member organizations and fellow Asian American 
serving organizations--Asian Human Services, Pui 
Tak Center, South East Asia Center, and Vietnamese 
Association of Illinois--for their support in putting this 
document together. Thank you to After School Matters, 
Illinois Action for Children, Voices for Illinois Children, 
and Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights 
for all of your data and policy support. 



It is this role –as a lifeline—as a conduit 
to critical supports and services, that 
makes this moment so significant.
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AVE, or the Pan Asian Voter Empowerment Coalition, 
formed in the wake of a collective effort by 20 Asian 

American serving organizations to increase the response 
rates for the 2010 US Census.  We mobilized then because of 
what has always been an undeniable truth for organizations 
serving immigrant and refugee communities: that the lack of 
language access and cultural competency present significant 
barriers to the health and wellness of our community 
members and their families, in addition to being barriers 
to the civic engagement and political empowerment of our 
community. 

Since its inception, the PAVE Coalition has continued to 
advocate for the rights of our Asian American and immigrant 
communities, resulting in unprecedented non-partisan 
Get Out the Vote (GOTV) campaigns and the securing of 
resources for critical needs like Hepatitis B education and 
outreach.  As individual organizations, our PAVE Coalition 
members are often the sole advocates and service providers 
for their respective ethnic communities, otherwise rendered 
invisible and pushed to the margins.  

It is this role –as a lifeline—as a conduit to critical supports 
and services, that makes this moment so significant.

Today, the PAVE Coalition is releasing the report, CUTTING 
LIFELINES, detailing the devastating impact of the 
Governor’s proposed FY16 budget cuts to the Immigrant 
Family Resource Program, the New Americans Initiative, 
and many more programs providing vital services to our 
community. Through the release of this report and through 
our ongoing community organizing and advocacy, the PAVE 
coalition is delivering the following message regarding our 
community, our coalition, and our commitment:

Our Community, the Pan-Asian American community, will 
not be used as a political bargaining chip while our people’s 
safety, health, and wellness are at risk as a result of the 
Governor’s proposed budget cuts!

Our Coalition supports a revenue solution. In the past, the 
PAVE coalition supported the 5% income tax rate. We expect 
our legislators to work to develop a revenue solution that 
preserves essential services for immigrant families.

Our Commitment is to continue this fight not only as Asian 
Americans and immigrants but in solidarity with all of 
the communities who are and will be devastated by the 
Governor’s actions. We will educate and organize together 
until our voices are heard!

Many of our leaders have been with our communities 
literally from their migration to this state. We have 
organized, advocated, and provided services from the very 
beginning, and we are commmitted to continuing these 
services. We expect the Governor to do his part to support 
the Asian American, immigrant, and refugee communities by 
choosing revenue over cuts to essential services. 

The PAVE Coalition consists of the following organiztions:  
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Chicago, Alliance of Filipinos 
for Immigrant Rights & Empowerment, Cambodian Association 
of Illinois, Chinese American Service League, Chinese Mutual 
Aid Association, Coalition For a Better Chinese American 
Community, Hamdard Center, Indo American Center, Japanese 
American Service Center, Korean American Community Services, 
Korean American Resource and Cultural Center, LAOS-Elgin, 
Laos American Community Services, and the Muslim Women 
Resource Center.

PAVE COALITION STATEMENT

P
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203,669

139,090

112,951

70,263

INDIAN

FILIPINO

CHINESE

KOREAN

OUR COMMUNITY
rom A Community of Contrasts: Asian Americans, Native 
Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in the Midwest:

As the largest metropolitan area in the Midwest and the third 
largest populated city in the United States (after New York and 
Los Angeles), Chicago has a diverse Asian American and Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) population. Japanese, Chinese 
and Filipino Americans began residing in Chicago as early as the 
late 1800s. After the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act, the 
area’s Asian American and NHPI population increased dramatically, 
with large numbers of Koreans, South Asians, and Southeast 
Asians joining the ethnically diverse city. Soon after, small shops 
and restaurants began to densely sprout along the now famous 
corridors of Lawrence and Devon Avenues, filled with Korean 
and South Asian shopkeepers and residents. Community-based 
organizations also began to emerge and develop, responding to the 
social and econmic needs of linguistically diverse communities. By 
2010, there were more than 580,000 Asian Americans and nearly 
9,700 NHPI in the greater Chicagoland area, with recent growth 
fueled by the increasing numbers of South Asian immigrants 
coming to the city. Today, roughly 28% of the Midwest’s Asian 
American population and 13% of th region’s NHPI call Chicago 
home.

668, 694
ASIAN AMERICANS IN ILLINOIS

Asian American Center for Advancing Justice, A Community of Contrasts, 2010.

Population data from 2010 US Census & 2008 American Communities Survey.

F
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30%

39%

70%

INCREASE IN POPULATION
BETWEEN 2000-2010

IN THE CHICAGO METRO AREA
ACCORDING TO 2010 US CENSUS.

LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT
AGES 5 AND OLDER

STATEWIDE 
ACCORDING TO 2010 US CENSUS.

FOREIGN BORN
ACCORDING TO 2010 CENSUS
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he Asian American community is facing numerous cuts and changes in policy to essential 
programs that provide critical assistance and services for immigrant and refugee communities. 

The following are brief descriptions of the proposed cuts and changes to policy in Governor Rauner’s 
proposed IL State Budget for FY16.  Eliminated programs in RED. 

Immigrant Family Resource Program (IFRP): IFRP provides information and services-
-including interpretation and translation services--to immigrant families interacting with state 
agencies as they work towards self-sufficiency. Several organizations receive additional funding to 
promote the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP).   

New Americans Initative (NAI): NAI promotes US citizenship by providing outreach, 
education, and citizenship application assistance, free of charge to the immigrant community.   

Eliminate the Digital Divide (EDD): EDD provides training in digital, technology, and jobs 
skills to  help individuals advance in the workplace and in their education.

Teen Reach & After School Matters (TEEN): Both Teen Reach and ASM provide 
important skills training and youth development afterschool and summer programs for Chicago teens.  
Teen Reach has been eliminated while ASM has projected state cuts. 

Community Care Program (CCP): CCP allows seniors to live their lives with the dignity 
and support they deserve through both adult day service and in-home service. Policy changes to income 
eligibility and the raising of the Determination of Need Score (DON), as well as the reduction of service 
hours will limit our seniors’ ability to access services. 

Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP):  CCAP provides low-income families with 
access to affordable child care, including day care centers and payments for relative care. The Governor 
proposes to limit CCAP intake to children 5 years and younger; eliminate payments for children cared for by 
relatives; and increase parent co-pays. These changes to policy will impact our immigrant families’ ability to 
access child care services. 

Hepatitis B (HEP B): Hep B Education & Outreach funding allows for the education of 
community members and healthcare providers in high-risk communities. While not eliminated, Hep B 
Education & Outreach does face a 10% reduction in funding.     

  

#WEAREESSENTIAL

DEVASTATING CUTS
ESSENTIAL FUNDS FOR ESSENTIAL SERVICES

T
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CMAA

HAMDARD

IAC

JASC

KACS

KRCC

LAOS-E

MWRC

HANUL

PUI TAK

CASL

CAI

AFIRE

SEAC

VAI

IFRP   SNAP NAI   CCP  CCAP EDD TEEN  HEP B

HAS
PROGRAM

NO
PROGRAMNON-PAVE
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1300 

OF ASIAN AMERICANS IN 
CHICAGO ARE BELOW THE 
FEDERAL POVERTY LINE. 

MORE THAN 1 OUR OF EVERY 5                                            
ASIAN AMERICAN YOUTH IN CHICAGO ARE IN POVERTY.

20% 1195 
SNAP APPLICATIONS 

COMPLETED BY PAVE & 
OTHER ASIAN SERVING 

ORGANIZATIONS

ALL KIDS & MEDICAID 
APPLICATIONS 

COMPLETED BY PAVE & 
OTHER ASIAN SERVING 

ORGANIZATIONS

CONTRARY TO THE                                                                  
MODEL MINORITY STEREOTYPE,                                                                               

NOT ALL ASIAN AMERICANS ARE WEALTHY.

19%  CHICAGO  

16%  COOK COUNTY                                      

12%  ILLINOIS

%  OF ASIAN AMERICANS 
WITHOUT INSURANCE:

SOURCE: ICIRR, IMMIGRANT FAMILY RESOURCE PROGRAM                
*IFRP STAT SHOWN IS OVER FIRST 3 QUARTERS OF FY15

*IFRP STAT SHOWN IS OVER FIRST 3 QUARTERS OF FY15

*SNAP STAT SHOWN IS OVER FIRST 3 QUARTERS OF FY15

*ALL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FROM 2010 & 2013 AMERICAN COMMU-
NITY SURVEYS & 2010 CENSUS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

20K
IMMIGRANT FAMILY RESOURCE PROGRAM

OVER 18,800 PEOPLE SERVED IN FY 15.

Interpretation and translation services remain 
crucial to facilitating the application process 
for Limited English Proficient individuals, while 
relieving some of the burden on local FCRC offices. 
Interpretation and translation services ensure 
accurate communication of benefit eligibility, 
application procedures and clients’ rights and 
responsibilities. 

INTERPRETATION & 
TRANSLATION SERVICES 

PROVIDED BY PAVE & 
OTHER ASIAN SERVING 

ORGANIZATIONS

IFRP FOR THE LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT
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CONTRARY TO THE                                                                  
MODEL MINORITY STEREOTYPE,                                                                               

NOT ALL ASIAN AMERICANS ARE WEALTHY.

NAI: A WISE INVESTMENT FOR ILLINOIS
In the report CITIZENSHIP: A Wise Investment for Cities,        

Cities for Citizenship states:

Naturalized immigrants achieve an increase in earnings 
of 8-11%, nationally; Increased earnings would add 

between $1.0 and $1.6 billion to the local economy                              
in Chicago over 10 years; and Increased income would 
generate local and state tax revenues over 10 years of 

between $100 and $170 million in Chicago  

SOURCE:  CITIES FOR CITIZENHIP,  CITIZENSHIP: A WISE INVESTMENT, 2014                     
*NAI STAT SHOWN IS OVER FIRST 2 QUARTERS OF FY15

1 IN 4 KOREAN AMERICAN SENIORS 
LIVE IN POVERTY

1 IN 5 CHINESE AMERICAN SENIORS 
LIVE IN POVERTY

In the Chicago Metro Area:

*CCP STAT IS FY15 YTD TOTALS FOR 5/9 CCP PROGRAMS

There was a               
200% increase in 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
in the Asian American 

community from 2007-
2010.

*ALL DEMOGRAPHIC DATA FROM 2010 & 2013 AMERICAN COMMU-
NITY SURVEYS & 2010 CENSUS UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED.

*EDD STAT IS FY15 YTD TOTALS FOR 5/9 CCP PROGRAMS

OTHER ESSENTIAL SERVICES

800
NATURALIZATION 

APPLICATIONS 
COMPLETED BY PAVE & 
OTHER ASIAN SERVING 

ORGANIZATIONS

1785
SENIOR CLIENTS          

760K HRS of CCP SERVICE 
PROVIDED BY PAVE & 

OTHER ASIAN SERVING 
ORGANIZATIONS

1074
DIGITAL DIVIDE USERS         

SERVED BY PAVE & 
OTHER ASIAN SERVING 

ORGANIZATIONS
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ecently, the governor has cut the Immigrant Services Line Item and the Immigrant Family Resource Program. He cut 
translation for public benefits, so now immigrants don’t have chance to apply because they cant understand without 

translators. Last year, my dad went to Chinese American Service League and applied for insurance for my family and someone 
helped him in Cantonese. It felt good to not have to worry about him to understand the application. I cannot stay with my 
parents and my uncle all the time to translate because I have to go to work or school. It’s stressful to worry about my family 
not being able to understand things without me.

Governor Rauner, when you cut immigrant services, you cut our future and opportunities, and 
our lives. If the Immigrant services line item is cut down to zero dollars, how are immigrant 

people going to survive in the state?

YOUTH 
Between the elimination of Teen Reach, cuts to After School Matters, and changes to policies 
for the Child Care Assistance Program,  over 1000 Asian American youth citywide, and 
likely many more statewide, are at risk as a result of the Governor’s proposed FY16 IL State 

Budget. 

SHUYUN
CLIENT AT CHINESE AMERICAN SERVICE LEAGUE
IMMIGRANT FAMILY RESOURCE PROGRAM

R
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& FAMILIES
These cuts have a cumulative impact on immigrant families: cuts to youth programs and 

senior programs place more burden on the caretakers in the family. Cuts impacting language 
and translation services make it extremely difficult to access the information and assistance 

necessary to raise healthy families and become self-sufficient. 

 am here in front of you today as a naturalized citizen. Actually, I was once undocumented, but now I am a citizen, and an 
advocate for others who are trying to become citizens themselves. As a staff member with AFIRE, I get a chance to talk 

to many of my fellow community members who are legal permanent residents. I see their confusion regarding the naturaliza-
tion process; there is a great deal of misinformation about benefits, jury duty, and more. I see them concerned about the cost 
of the naturalization application too but they still want to be citizens!

For every dollar spent by the government on the New American Initiatives, five dollars will go 
back in terms of taxes, so I ask Governor Rauner, why do you have to kill the hen that lays a 

golden egg for the state?

JIMMY 
STAFF MEMBER AT AFIRE CHICAGO
NEW AMERICANS INITIATIVE

I
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For More Information Regarding the Data in this Report:

Steve Hosik Moon
smoon@advancingjustice-chicago.org

Brandon Lee
blee@advancingjustice-chicago.org

very year, approximately 400 community members 
from the Asian American community descend upon our 

state capitol to advocate for the PAVE State Agenda.  The 
PAVE coalition hosts an Asian American Action Day rally 
followed by legislative meetings with key targets. 

In past years, we’ve advocated for Hep B funding and 
outreach, burial rights for Laos veterans, and Same Day 
Registration. While we do have additional items on our State 
Agenda, it is no secret that the PAVE coalition will be going 
to the state capitol to fight for the preservation of essential 
services and to push our legislators, including the Governor, 
for a revenue solution. 

As it states in the PAVE statement,

Our Commitment is to continue this fight not only as Asian 
Americans and immigrants but in solidarity with all of 
the communities who are and will be devastated by the 
Governor’s actions. We will educate and organize together 
until our voices are heard!

ASIAN AMERICAN ACTION DAY

E
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